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Preface: A Year of Shared Voices, the GBI Newsletters are co-delivered by our global partner

networks. Each monthly edition will open with a regional perspective, highlighting the unique context,

priorities, and community spirit of the hosting network. Following this local introduction, you will find the

regular GBI-wide updates, opportunities, and news around the Globe- including the GBI’Spotlight

Series happening TODAY & TOMORROW and the ABIC’SWIFT awards deadline extended to Feb 6th.

Dear All, 
This month’s newsletter is brought to you by India BioImaging (IBI)! We take this opportunity to share
some highlights from India BioImaging, along with information and opportunities from all Global
BioImaging partners.

About India BioImaging (IBI)
https://www.indiabioimaging.org/

Founded in 2012, India BioImaging (IBI) was envisioned to democratize access to cutting-edge
microscopy technologies and harmonize imaging training opportunities across India. While the
network has successfully enhanced training standards in imaging facilities, progress toward broader
access to high-end imaging technologies has been limited in the past. IBI is gradually entering a new
phase of revitalization, uniting bioimaging stakeholders across the country with a renewed
commitment to strengthening India’s imaging ecosystem. The mission is to advance the standards and
capabilities of Indian bioimaging research by promoting the exchange of microscopy knowledge,
fostering innovation, and facilitating the sharing of imaging resources and expertise nationwide.

The Growing IBI Network
The IBI network is expanding rapidly, now encompassing 22 leading imaging core facilities across
India, representing both private and government research institutions. These include facilities from
basic and applied research institutions as well as clinical research institutions, with many more
expected to join soon.

This growth follows the landmark revival meeting held in December 2024 at IISER Pune, organized in

collaboration with Global BioImaging (GBI). The meeting marked a turning point for IBI, setting the

stage for a more coordinated national effort in imaging infrastructure development and community

building.

IBI Main Working Group

The IBI Working Group (WG) is a dedicated platform for key stakeholders to come together, share

updates, exchange ideas, and actively engage in various IBI initiatives. This group focuses on

revitalizing the IBI network by aligning with IBI’s core objectives, shaping its long-term goals, and

fostering a collaborative, forward-thinking community. This group meets regularly to review progress

on IBI priorities and initiatives, ensuring continuous collaboration and alignment.

Training & Workshop WG

This group will work on formulating uniSed user training programs to enhance the quality of microscopy

training. Advanced training programs for facility staff, including train-the-trainers programs and facility

management training. The training schedule for the year 2026 will be announced soon.

Outreach & Communication WG

This working group focuses on community engagement and fostering a global alliance by connecting

with diverse scientiSc communities. Our initiatives are as follows:

Fluorescence Friday

A Community Celebration of Imaging. As part of our ongoing outreach efforts, the IBI Sub-Working

Group Outreach & Communication Team launched the Fluorescence Friday series, a vibrant initiative

designed to bring our imaging community closer together. Every Friday, we showcase striking

microscopy images under the hashtag #FluorescenceFriday on IBI social media platforms and

highlight the creativity, skill, and scientiSc passion of researchers across India. The series is an open

call; anyone from our community can submit their \uorescence images, and we curate and share them

to celebrate the beauty and impact of imaging in life sciences.

 

India BioImaging YouTube Channel

India BioImaging is excited to share its YouTube channel, @IndiaBioimaging, a hub for talks,

training resources, and highlights from our community. We invite you to subscribe, explore, and

share the content within your networks to help us expand the impact of imaging science.

                     

IBI Webinar Series

IBI hosts a bimonthly scientiSc webinar series to engage and connect imaging professionals

across India and beyond. These webinars feature talks from distinguished researchers working at

the frontiers of imaging science.

From Molecules to Motion:

Super-Resolution Imaging of Cellular Transport

Networks

Speaker: Dr. Nitin Mohan, Assistant Professor,

Department of Biological Sciencesand

Bioengineering, IIT KanpurKey

Highlights: Single Molecule Localization •

Super-resolution Microscopy Intracellular

Transport • Microtubule Post-translational

ModiScations  • Lysosomal Reorganization •

Microtubule-associated Proteins

Whether you work in India or abroad, if you would like to be part of any of these Working
Groups, make sure to reach out: indiabioimaging@acads.iiserpune.ac.in

Also, check all Imaging Facilities at IBI, and don’t forget to sign our [Newsletter]

Global Engagement and
Representation
Suma B S (JNCASR, Bengaluru) was awarded a

Global BioImaging travel grant to participate in the

Global BioImaging Facility Management Course

(October 1–3, 2025, Montreal, Canada). She also

represented India BioImaging at the 10th Global

BioImaging Exchange of Experience Conference

(October 6–10, 2025, Montreal), which was jointly

organized by Global BioImaging, Canada

BioImaging (CBI), and BioImaging North America

(BINA). The Bioimaging Facility Management

Course focused on practical and operational

aspects of managing a bioimaging core. EOE2025, a

global forum for imaging infrastructure

professionals and stakeholders, gave her an

opportunity to highlight the milestones and

achievements, challenges faced during the growth

phase, sustainability, and future roadmap of the

India BioImaging community.

Dr. Gunjan Mehta (IIT Hyderabad) and Dr. Chaitanya

Athale (IISER Pune) represented IBI at the Founding

GIDE Community Event in Brisbane (October 17–18,

2025), which focused on global data sharing in

imaging. The meeting provided valuable insights

into tools developed by international partners—

including the Australian Microscopy Community,

Euro-BioImaging, and the Japan Imaging

Community—for metadata management and

imaging data interoperability. The adoption of

standardized terminology and shared frameworks

will signiScantly strengthen India’s integration into

global bioimaging data initiatives. IBI extends

sincere thanks to [foundingGIDE] for their travel

support.

Global BioImaging Train-the-Trainer
course
Santosh Podder (IISER Pune) and Rajan Singh (SN

IoE, University, Delhi-NCR) attended the Global

BioImaging Train-the-Trainer Course, scheduled for

November 17–21, 2025, at the University of

Melbourne, Australia. Global BioImaging Train-the-

Trainer 2025, jointly organized by Global BioImaging,

its partner organizations Microscopy Australia and

Canada BioImaging, and the Australian Microscopy

& Microanalysis Society and Light Microscopy

Australia, took place in Melbourne last week, with

38 attendees from 11 countries & EMBL. Santosh

Podder shared how Global BioImaging has

transformed his career perspective, empowering

individual professionals while elevating training

standards and strengthening the global bioimaging

ecosystem. Many thanks to the organizers, our

amazing trainers, and the participants.

JOB SHADOWING with Global BioImaging
Ashwini Atre (NCCS Pune) visited the Francis Crick Institute's Crick Advanced Light Microscopy Science

Technology Platform (CALM-STP) in London, UK, supported by Global Bioimaging’s International Job Shadowing

Grant. The facility features advanced imaging systems—multiphoton, FLIM, light-sheet, TIRF, and confocal

microscopy—along with dedicated image analysis workstations. She also attended a University College London

session titled “Train the Trainers in Bioimage Analysis,” where she interacted with colleagues from imaging centers

across the United Kingdom. This visit not only strengthened her technical expertise but also fostered valuable

networking opportunities within the global bioimaging community.

Jitender K. Verma from  Ashoka University  visited the Core Facility for Integrated Microscopy at the University of

 Copenhagen, under the Global Bioimaging International Job Shadowing Grant.  Clara Prats Gavalda (Director,

Center for Core Facilities) and her team shared  their experiences and modules on facility management, user

training, and  outreach. He attended training sessions on 2-P microscopy, STED, and confocal  microscopy, and

observed how CFIM maintains a balance between theoretical  lessons and practical training, enabling users to

conSdently adopt new techniques. 

This visit gave Jitender a broader understanding of facility management, and he looks forward to applying these

learnings at the Imaging facility at Ashoka University.

India BioImaging 1st Annual Meeting 2025 | Mysuru Chapter
Mysuru, India | 11–12 December 2025

The India BioImaging (IBI) 1st Annual Meeting 2025 – Mysuru Chapter was successfully hosted by JSS Academy

of Higher Education & Research, Mysuru, in collaboration with the Indian Institute of Science Education and

Research (IISER), Pune, and Global BioImaging. The meeting concluded on a high note, marking an important

milestone in strengthening collaborations between the India BioImaging community and industry partners.

The event brought together imaging scientists, core facility professionals, institutional leaders, and early-career

researchers from 28 institutes, along with Global BioImaging partners. United by a shared vision, participants

reaqrmed their commitment to advancing India’s bioimaging ecosystem and embarking on the next chapter of

IBI’s revitalization journey. 

Meeting Highlights

● Global BioImaging perspective delivered by Dr. Antje Keppler

● Signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between Euro-BioImaging and India BioImaging, marking a

signiScant step toward enhanced international collaboration, knowledge exchange, and alignment of best

practices across imaging infrastructures

● Insightful scientiSc talks showcasing cutting-edge bioimaging research

● Focused discussions on image data management and future perspectives

● Engaging deliberations on academia–industry partnerships, emphasizing their role in building a emphasizing

their role in building a sustainable India BioImaging ecosystem.

 

IBIAM 2025 highlights at JSS, AHER, Mysuru, India

These discussions will play a vital role in assessing India’s bioimaging capabilities and shaping the future goals of

India BioImaging.

The meeting was made possible with the support of the Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF),

Government of India, and the Corporate Partners of India BioImaging, enabling meaningful scientiSc exchange

and collaboration.

For more details and Abstract Book:  [HERE]      

 

Global BioImaging News

Happening TODAY!!
January 29 | 17:00 CET live and TOMORROW January 30 at 8:00 CET recorded

 GBI’spotlight Seminar Series
  Register Her

Funding Opportunity!
Only one more month to apply for imaging4All (i4A), and it’s important to start your plans early!
   imaging4All

Around the Globe

Join us for the foundingGIDE Community Event
EMBL, Heidelberg | 4 - 8 May 2026

After two successful global community events in Japan (2024) and Australia (2025), the foundingGIDE

project, coordinated by Euro-BioImaging, will conclude with its final community event on 4-8th of May,

2026 in Heidelberg, Germany. This community event will celebrate the project’s achievements in

advancing interoperability for biological and preclinical imaging data, bringing together researchers,

technology developers, funders, industry representatives, and policy makers. This is your opportunity

to learn more about the project and contribute to the dialogue. Full programme coming soon!

 Register your Interest

MSSA conference in Stellenbosch, South Africa
In-person: 30 November - 3 December 2026

The bi-annual conference of the Microscopy Society of Southern Africa will be hosted by Stellenbosch
University in the picturesque Winelands in the Western Cape. The conference attracts both life
sciences and material scientists and is an opportunity to share the great microscopy done in Southern
Africa. It is also an opportunity for industry engagement and an introduction to the latest technology in
the Seld.

 More information

ABIC SWIFT Pilot & Collaborative Awards
Extended Application Deadline: 6 February 2026

 

The African Bioimaging Consortium (ABIC) is pleased to announce the ABIC SWIFT Pilot &

Collaborative Awards. These awards are to support travel within Africa for the purposes of

carrying out microscopy research in any biological Seld. Each award is intended to fund the air

travel and accommodation for one researcher currently based at an African research institute, to

travel to a lab or facility elsewhere in Africa, and thereby gain access to light microscopy

resources needed for their research.

 More information

The Royal Microscopy Society invites you to join IMC21
IMC21 | 31 August - 4 September

Key Dates:

Oral & Poster Abstract Submission Deadline - Friday 6 March 2026

Late Breaking Abstract Deadline - Friday 26 June 2026

Early Bird Registration Deadline - Friday 17 July 2026

The vision for the conference is that it will provide a global platform for speakers and delegates to

share impactful and outstanding research that will inspire new generations of microscopists, promote

new collaborative directions across the diverse scientiSc disciplines and contribute to the

advancement of microscopy.

 See the full information about the program and travel support bursaries

BioImaging North America (BINA) Communications Group
 Calling for volunteers to support translations

We want to make sure everyone can access and share the amazing work that we’re completing

together, so we are looking for volunteer translators in Spanish and French. Please complete this form

if you are interested and share it with your networks.

 Register your interest!
 Check all BINA’s Working Groups

In case you missed it
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